Groundcovers, like any other plant, require 15—20 cm (6-8 in.) of good soil. They need organic matter

and an appropriate amount of water. The table lists a number of suggested choices for groundcovers. Some are appropriate for the climate of the

coast and Vancouver Island; others are suited to the semi-arid Interior areas. There are suggestions for a wide

If you are replacing your lawn or reclaiming a weedy area, first clear the weeds, cut the grass very short
and soak the ground well. Then cover the ground with several inches of wet newspaper, and a layer of
manure and wood chips. Within a year, you will have a weed-free piece of ground ready for working. In

variety of circumstances.

Name

Min. zone Height

Description

Growing conditions

By definiti q q h lth h den. Th coastal areas, you will find that the paper and the weeds or lawn underneath decompose quickly. In the (cm)
Yy k()% II’(;I’[IO.I’CIj, groun f}OVEI‘S are spéea ers. edy may carpet, clretgp IOI’ slpralw 1 rougn your _g:ar er}[. | edy Interior and because of the lack of moisture, you will find that the process takes Ionger and you will need cv%,g:ﬁ;ﬁ?ﬁmosa 3 30 flrl:\satg,r;/ivid yellow flowers in flat Well-drained soil, full sun
ma e declauous or nerbaceous. osome grounacovers grow reiatively siowly, some are easily controlied, F i i and A A
y . . . . g . . g oyn y y y . tO keep the area mOISt tO ald Wlth decompOSItlon dunng that fIrSt year- Antennaria rosea 4 10-30 Tiny off-white, pink-tipped flowers Good for hot, dry spots in the garden or rock gardens. Native
and some may be considered invasive in certain growing conditions and need to be controlled or avoided. Pink pussytoes
In this Fact Sheet, groundcovers are considered to be p|ants that are 60 cm (2 ft) tall or less. However, Arctostaphylos uva-ursi 4 3 Shiny green leaves; white to light pink  Native to BC. Hot, dry sunny areas. Good on slopes. Dry shade/part shade in
. ) i . . . Bearberry, Kinnikinnik flowers; red berries in fall the Interior.
the reader ShOUId be aware that dlfferent Cllmatlc Condltlons’ Seasonal length and SO” Condltlons may prO' A(temisia stellerana 5 10 Grey foliage; insignificant flowers Well-drained, sandy soil; full sun. Spreads slowly.
duce differing habits in some of the plants described here. Groundcovers may be valued for their foliage . : : : Silver brocade
. . While we may consider groundCOVGrS to be relatlvely low maintenance, they do need to be Watered, Asarum europaeum 4 13-18 Shiny green foliage; tiny flowers Part shade. Does best in moisture-retentive soil.
conta'n ti‘1em b s'ng an edg'ng str'p ’ Calluna vulgaris 5 45 White, light pink, dark pink flowers; Thrives in acid soils
| Yy usli | 1p. Heather blooms late summer/autumn
T P % - g A / A T Cotoneaster horizontalis 5 60-90 Small pink flowers in spring; shiny Light well-drained soil. Needs organic matter.
. . . . P . . ?_“ & : Oy S P v dark leaves turn red in the fall
One Important funCtlon groundcovers pro‘”de Isa IIVIng mUICh in your garden' They can: Delosperma cooperi 5 15 Hot pink flowers Full sun; well-drained soil. Adapts to hot dry conditions. Does not tolerate heavy
* Check erosion on steep banks and cliffs, and stabilize in ocean-side areas. Ioe plant snow pack or moist conditions in winter. Seldom bothered by deer.
® PrOteCt the SO” from Compaction Caused by the hOt sun Epimedium 4 30 Red or yellow flowers; leaves purple/ = Takes full shade and soil rich in organic matter. Moderate to dry conditions.
. red in early spring becoming green
* Insulate the soil by helping to protect it from extreme heat and cold. later
. . Erica cinerea (often listed with | 6 30 Blooms winter/spring; spikes of car- Acid soil
* Generate humus. The spent flowers and leaves often just fall to the ground and create their own compost. Calluna wuigaris) Bell Heather mine pink flowers
* Reduce moisture requirements. They can be planted so that they shade the roots of their companion TS ] 2 el Waxy, green leaves become redin | Sun to part shade. Good for dry shady piaces.
e fall.
plants' AS they prevent eXpOSUI’e tO the SOII’ mOISture |OSS IS reduced and IeSS Watenng IS reql'“red' Festuca glauca . 4 30 Insignificant flowers; silver blue nar- Well-drained soil to dry; full sun to dry part shade.
In fire-prone areas, a living mulch is preferable to bark mulches which can go up in flames in a few seconds. Blue fesoue var. Eljan blue row blades.
Galium odoratum 3 15-30 In spring, loose clusters of small star- =~ Well-drained but moist soil; part to full shade. Can be invasive.
Sweet woodruff shaped flowers.
Heuchera 4 15-60 Hybridization has produced exotic leaf | Full sun to light shade. In sun, well-drained but moist soil. Tolerates dry shade.
Coral Bells colours and textures; flowers are small
4 % e .2 and range from white through red.
Hostas. H oTO: TJanet SaW:tsky g)./p‘zjir;;cr:]ysmwc;aéycinum 6 30-45 s:;ger:]t I)geali;;v;.ﬂowers all summer; blue fSol:r; ::gs?g:iz.n 'tlgrge:‘tzsa L%v; \glgt;:.s.Can be invasive in moist soil. May be useful
o q Hosta 3 15-60 Green or variegated leaves; flowers Rich, well-drained, moist soil. Partial to full shade.
Groundcovers can unify your overall design: appear on tall spikes.
¢ Planted beneath a Specimen tree or shrub; they can draw the eyes to that Specia| p|ant_ Juniperus horizontalis 3 15-45 Ié?l‘\:ve-ggrrc;v;/::%:z:;grgae:(?:;ttj?n oo :Ic:)lggltes any soil but prefers sandy, well-drained soil. Ideal for covering steep
* They can hide what may be considered unsightly stems on some plants as well as Assess your site and your objectives. Stachys byzantina (Wooly lamb’s ears) loves the full sun and will do S — - - — —
i i i L . . . . . . lepeta Cat min urple flowers ower growing varieties include ‘Dropmore’ and N. racemosa ‘Walker’s Low’.
ripening foliage and short-season plants. well in a location that would fry ferns. Is your site largely in sun or shade? Is the site dry or moist? P ——— 2 Everaroen Toleratos drv shade
* They can provide a carpet where mowing is either not needed or you cannot mow Consider th | - ifi e = | | 7 T e — : -
. . : . . ’ onsider the natura grOWIng conditions needed by the P ants. For example, some people complain that Penstemon fruticosus 45 Evergreen. Purple flowers Native to the interior of BC. Full sun and dry well-drained soil.
* They can fill in a space while the gardener is waiting for larger plants to fill in. Kinnikinnick (Arctostaphylos uva-ursi) is invasive. This plant grows naturally in the wild where nature pro- EE—— o e R e e T e e e B R T O e e A
. : H q g - q o [ o q Fl fl Foli in the fall and
* They can soften the lines of hardscaping along pathways and driveways and can be planted vides the only source of moisture. If you plant it in a garden with a timed watering system, it can and will cecetiower porsi inowiter
between paving stones. become invasive. zoséalsp%. ﬁfw;er:a;peF’t, ; 4 Up to 60 Blooms all summer Moderate moisture
eidiland alba (white), Pin
Seafoam, The Fairy (pink)
Do you want to cover a Iarge Steep bank? If so, prostrate junipers mlght be a gOOd choice. On a more Santolina chamaecyparissus 4 30-45 Yellow, petal-less flowers. Silver foli- = Dry, well-drained, infertile soil. Tolerates sun, heat, wind, alkaline soils.
. . . . Cotton lavender age persists through the winter.
mOderate bank’ ConSIder Meldland roses or groundCOverS Wlth Spreadlng rOOt SyStemS SUCh as a IOW_ Stachys byzantina 4 20-40 Leaves are gray, fuzzy and soft. Pink | Drought tolerant. Full, hot sun to light shade. Competes well with tree roots.
grOWing Cotoneaster Wooly lamb’s ears flowers on flowering stems in early to
. midsummer.
Environmentally, groundcovers can: : : . , - : B
: ¥ gre : : : What color do you want? Groundcover foliage varies from silver grays through to blues, greens and yel- Sl ° 45760 T e
* Provide shelter, nesting places, fruit and seed for birds and small animals, and pollen and : : CIEETE :
: lows. The flowers on groundcovers may last a relatively short time so carefully look at the color of the Sedum kamtschaticum 4 5.8 Semi evergreen. Over-wintering ro- | Sun. Grows well in any soil.
neCtar for the beeS and blrdS. f | d d d h t ff t t Stonecrop settes. Clusters of star-shaped yellow
H H H H o Iage an €clde what efiec yOU want. flowers in summer and autumn.
* Replace lawns or portions of lawns and the newly planted portions will require less water, _ _ - _
less fertilizing and no mowing. Some groundcovers can withstand gentle foot traffic : : rymeeTme ° ° Whito, pin. 166 or purpte flomers. el Grows well between pavers and edges of hardscapng.
ess 9 g- g g : Start with healthy plants. When you buy plants from a nursery, read the tags carefully to determine the spread, | - e, pink, red or purple flowers. | trffic: Grows well betwoen pavers and edges of hardscaping.
Tiarella cordifolia 3 15-60 Spikes of tiny white flowers in spring. Light shade. Well-drained, moist soil.

* Prevent weeds from taking hold in your garden, thereby reducing weeding chores.
* Soak up water in damp spots and they can thrive in poor, dry soils.
* Grow on banks and other difficult sites.

Front cover:
Epimedium x
versicolor.
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height and appropriate growing conditions. Groundcovers may also be found at community plant sales, an inexpen-
sive source but be careful that you are not buying invasive plants or plants containing weed roots. Kind neighbours
are often willing to share groundcovers with other gardeners.

Foam flower

Green leaves turn bronze in the fall.



Aegopodium podagraria (Gout weed)
Ajuga reptans (Bugle weed)

Cerastium tomentosum (Snow in summer)
Convallaria majalis (Lily of the valley)
Lysimachia nummularia (Creeping Jenny)
Lamium maculatum (Dead nettle)

Galium odoratum (Sweet woodruff —

can be invasive in moist soil)

Sedum acre (Stonecrop)

Vinca minor (Lesser periwinkle).
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Association of British Columbia

The Master Gardeners Association of British Columbia is a volunteer organization providing infor-
mation about gardening and horticulture to the community and educating people about environmentally
responsible gardening practices.

Through its chapters in Vancouver, Victoria, Summerland, Vancouver Island and Prince George, the MGABC
* runs a series of clinics at garden centers and major garden events

* presents gardening programmes in schools, hospitals and seniors’ homes

e works with community groups on various “greening” projects.

Most of the 700 Master Gardeners in BC are enthusiastic amateurs; some are experienced professionals
— all of us have a passion for gardening. We share this passion with the public and promote the enjoy-
ment of gardening through a variety of volunteer projects and activities.

For further information, or for an application form Contact us at:
to join one of our groups, go to our website: Master Gardeners, 5251 Oak Street
www.bcmastergardeners.org Vancouver, BC V6M 4H1
Telephone messages: 604-257-8662
Email: gardener@bcmastergardeners.org

Do you have a Gardening Question?
Call our Plant Information Line, 604-257-8662, and leave a message. A Master Gardener will return your
call. Or send us an email at plantinfo @bcmastergardeners.org
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