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Name Min. zone Height 
(cm)

Description Growing conditions

Achillea tomentosa 
Wooly yarrow

3 30 Small, vivid yellow flowers in flat 
clusters

Well-drained soil, full sun

Antennaria rosea 
Pink pussytoes

4 10–30 Tiny off-white, pink-tipped flowers Good for hot, dry spots in the garden or rock gardens. Native

Arctostaphylos uva-ursi 
Bearberry, Kinnikinnik

4 3 Shiny green leaves; white to light pink 
flowers; red berries in fall

Native to BC. Hot, dry sunny areas. Good on slopes. Dry shade/part shade in 
the Interior.

Artemisia stellerana 
Silver brocade

5 10 Grey foliage; insignificant flowers Well-drained, sandy soil; full sun. Spreads slowly.

Asarum europaeum 
European ginger

4 13–18 Shiny green foliage; tiny flowers 
bloom under the foliage in spring

Part shade. Does best in moisture-retentive soil.

Calluna vulgaris 
Heather

5 45 White, light pink, dark pink flowers; 
blooms late summer/autumn

Thrives in acid soils

Cotoneaster horizontalis 5 60–90 Small pink flowers in spring; shiny 
dark leaves turn red in the fall

Light well-drained soil. Needs organic matter.

Delosperma cooperi 
Ice plant

5 15 Hot pink flowers Full sun; well-drained soil. Adapts to hot dry conditions. Does not tolerate heavy 
snow pack or moist conditions in winter. Seldom bothered by deer.

Epimedium 4 30 Red or yellow flowers; leaves purple/
red in early spring becoming green 
later.

Takes full shade and soil rich in organic matter. Moderate to dry conditions.

Erica cinerea (often listed with 
Calluna vulgaris) Bell Heather

6 30 Blooms winter/spring; spikes of car-
mine pink flowers

Acid soil

Euonymus fortunei 5 30–60 Waxy, green leaves become red in 
the fall.

Sun to part shade. Good for dry shady places.

Festuca glauca 
Blue fescue var. ‘Elijah blue’

4 30 Insignificant flowers; silver blue nar-
row blades.

Well-drained soil to dry; full sun to dry part shade.

Galium odoratum 
Sweet woodruff

3 15–30 In spring, loose clusters of small star-
shaped flowers.

Well-drained but moist soil; part to full shade. Can be invasive.

Heuchera 
Coral Bells

4 15–60 Hybridization has produced exotic leaf 
colours and textures; flowers are small 
and range from white through red.

Full sun to light shade. In sun, well-drained but moist soil. Tolerates dry shade.

Hypericum calycinum 
St. John’s wort

6 30–45 Bright yellow flowers all summer; blue 
green leaves.

Sun or shade. Tolerates low water. Can be invasive in moist soil. May be useful 
for erosion control on sandy slopes.

Hosta 3 15–60 Green or variegated leaves; flowers 
appear on tall spikes.

Rich, well-drained, moist soil. Partial to full shade.

Juniperus horizontalis 3 15–45 Low-growing evergreen shrub. 
Blue-green leaves; dark fruit in late 
summer.

Tolerates any soil but prefers sandy, well-drained soil. Ideal for covering steep 
slopes.

Nepeta Cat mint 2 45 Purple flowers Lower growing varieties include ‘Dropmore’ and N. racemosa ‘Walker’s Low’.

Pachysandra procumbens 3 20 Evergreen Tolerates dry shade

Penstemon fruticosus 5 45 Evergreen. Purple flowers Native to the interior of BC. Full sun and dry well-drained soil.

Polygonum affine 
Fleeceflower

16–20 Spikes of pink flowers all season. 
Foliage turns russet in the fall and 
persists into winter

Sun to light shade. Can grow leggy in rich soils. Best in low water.

Rosa spp. Flower Carpet, 
Meidiland alba (white), Pink 
Seafoam, The Fairy (pink)

4 Up to 60 Blooms all summer Moderate moisture

Santolina chamaecyparissus 
Cotton lavender

4 30-45 Yellow, petal-less flowers. Silver foli-
age persists through the winter.

Dry, well-drained, infertile soil. Tolerates sun, heat, wind, alkaline soils.

Stachys byzantina 
Wooly lamb’s ears

4 20–40 Leaves are gray, fuzzy and soft. Pink 
flowers on flowering stems in early to 
midsummer.

Drought tolerant. Full, hot sun to light shade. Competes well with tree roots.

Sedum spectabile 
Stonecrop

3 45–60 Flowers form large, flat, white, pink or 
red heads.

Full sun or light shade. Dry, well-drained soil.

Sedum kamtschaticum 
Stonecrop

4 5–8 Semi evergreen. Over-wintering ro-
settes. Clusters of star-shaped yellow 
flowers in summer and autumn.

Sun. Grows well in any soil.

Thymus Thyme 2 3 Evergreen or grey-green foliage. 
White, pink, red or purple flowers.

Full sun to part shade. Does best in dry conditions and poor soil. Moderate foot 
traffic. Grows well between pavers and edges of hardscaping.

Tiarella cordifolia 
Foam flower

3 15–60 Spikes of tiny white flowers in spring. 
Green leaves turn bronze in the fall.

Light shade. Well-drained, moist soil.

Euonymus fortunei with Phlox x  
procumbens. PHOTO: Jenny Newman
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