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Crop Problem Prevention / Control

Many vegetables Slugs and 
snails

Use beer traps and check refuges regularly.

Asparagus Asparagus 
beetle

Hand-pick eggs, adults and larvae. The larvae overwinter in the top growth, so re-
move the fronds in the fall after they have died.

Beans Various fungal 
diseases: 
white mold, 
grey mold, 
fusarium root 
rot

Avoid overhead watering, and water early in the day to allow plants to dry before 
night. Avoid overfertilization which produces large amounts of tender susceptible 
growth. Remove and destroy infected plants. Do not compost. Rotate crops. Space 
plantings to provide good air circulation.

Beets, spinach and swiss 
chard

Leafminer Screen plants with a floating row cover prior to emergence of flies in spring (April-
May). Do not put row covers over soil previously infested with the pest. Rotate crops.

Brassicas/Cole crops Imported cab-
bage worm

Screen plants with floating row covers to prevent egg-laying by the adult. Hand-pick 
any eggs and caterpillars found on the leaves. Birds and wasps eat many of the 
worms. BTK is effective and does not harm beneficial insects or birds. Be sure to 
spray the underside of leaves and the interior of the heads.

Loopers The webby cocoons of these are sometimes seen on the leaves. Management is the 
same as for the cabbage worm.

Cabbage mag-
got

Early plantings are especially vulnerable to these maggots. Prevent egg-laying by 
placing pieces of tar paper, Kraft paper, milk cartons, or several layers of newspaper 
flat on the ground surrounding each plant. Row covers are also effective, but not in an 
area previously infested with the maggots. Rotate crops.

Carrots and parsnips Carrot rust fly Seeding late (after mid-May) and harvesting early (before mid-July) can avoid some 
damage. The best prevention is floating row covers but be sure the soil was not previ-
ously infested. Rotate crops.

Onions Onion maggot Very similar in life cycle and appearance to cabbage maggot. Protect with floating row 
covers.

Peas Pea leaf weevil Weevils chew the leaf margins of young plants and feed at night. Pea plants readily 
outgrow early damage, so treatment is often not required. Practise crop rotation.

Pea enation 
virus

Spread by aphids and infected seed. Causes mottling, stunting and small bumps or 
blisters (enations) on leaves. Plant certified, virus-free seed. Plant enation-resistant 
varieties such as ‘Oregon Trail’.

Potatoes Early blight A problem mainly in alkaline soils of the BC Interior. Increase soil fertility, avoid fre-
quent and overhead watering, clean up crop debris after harvest.

Late blight Plant certified seed free of rot, in a different part of the garden each year and not 
close to tomatoes or in shaded areas. Avoid overhead watering. Monitor regularly and 
quickly remove any suspicious leaves or shoots. Discard infected tubers and leaves. 
Do not compost. Remove tops 2 weeks before digging the tubers. Harvest in dry 
weather. Harvest all tubers so there are no volunteers the next year.

Common scab Occurs in high-pH (alkaline) soils. Avoid using lime or fresh manure in soil where pota-
toes will be grown. Do not plant infected tubers. Bacteria carries over in the soil. Use 
varieties with resistance (‘Russet Burbank’, ‘Norgold’).

Tomatoes Early blight A problem mainly in the BC Interior. Pick off and discard older leaves with spots. 
Increase soil fertility, avoid frequent and overhead watering, clean up crop debris after 
harvest.

Late blight Plant early-ripening varieties against a south wall under eaves or a temporary lean-to 
to protect from rain. Water the ground only, and do not over-fertilize.

Blossom end 
rot

Caused by a calcium deficiency, and worsened by overfertilization and inconsistent 
watering. Water regularly and add calcium to the soil.
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